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Discussion Questions1- DQs must be typed and in correct MLA format. They 
should be answered in complete sentences and all answers must include 

correctly cited textual support. You should have a works cited page. As a rule 
of thumb, you should allocate about 250 words per question in order to fully 

explore the depth of the novella.  
 

1. Gregor is transformed into a giant insect.  If we were speaking metaphorically, we might say 
that a person is an insect or that a person is like an insect.  What qualities would we be ascribing 
to the person in this metaphor?  Why would Kafka “literalize” it? 

2. Consider Gregor as a person. What was life like for him before his metamorphosis, at home and 
on the job?  In what ways do you think Gregor was like an insect even before his 
metamorphosis?  

3. What causes Gregor to turn into an insect? 
4. Consider his attitude and his reaction to his new predicament.  Does Gregor seem especially 

surprised that he is an insect?  Does his self image change significantly?   
5. In his interactions with other people, what does Gregor try to do?  What are his motives for 

behaving the way he does?  
6. Each time Gregor leaves his room, he encounters a personal tragedy. Explain what happens to 

him at the end of each section and why Kafka uses this pattern. 
7. What does the picture on Gregor's wall mean to him? The furniture in his room? 
8. Trace the development of Grete's character, using specific examples to show her changing 

attitude toward Gregor. 
9. Describe the reactions of the three lodgers when they see Gregor. 
10. Do you think the ending is hopeful or bleak? Explain. 
11. How is the novella representative of the existentialist movement? (**All students are also 

responsible  
 

 
I will also be collecting an annotated copy of The Metamorphosis text as well as the Wikipedia article 
on existentialism from each student as part of the summer reading requirements.  The complete 
text of the novella can be found online at http://www.gutenberg.org/files/5200/5200-h/5200-
h.htm.  
The novel can be purchased for less than $4.00 at Amazon.com.   
http://www.amazon.com/The-Metamorphosis-Franz-Kafka/dp/1557427666/ref=sr_sp-
btf_title_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1368475556&sr=8-4&keywords=the+metamorphosis  
The article on Existentialism is found here: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Existentialism 
 

Completed study guides and annotations are due July 26th. 
 
Annotation  

                                                 
1
 --Content modified from Barry Mauer. 
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- Each book must be annotated and turned in when school begins (see due dates above). You must 
make at least 50 annotations on the text. The Wikipedia article should show no fewer than 35 
annotations.  
 
- Annotations must be spread evenly throughout the novel and article.  
 
- Annotations should be written directly in your text. Annotations must be words written in the 
marginalia to count---they may include underlines, circles, highlighted text, etc.---but these alone do 
not make an annotation.  
 
** Note: If you cannot afford to purchase or print your own books and must borrow them from a 
library or friend—do not mark in the books. (OR, if writing in books makes you feels all yucky…) 
Instead, do one of the two things:  
 
1. Use post-it notes in the book to make your annotations.  
 
2. Write/type out the passages you will annotate (include page numbers and chapters) and then 
write your annotation beside/below that passage. Your handwritten or typed passage must include 
an entire page from the novel.  
 
Annotation Rubric for Advanced Placement Students  
 
Whole Work Annotations: Reading any book carefully involves a substantive interaction with the 
pages on which it is printed. Make notes on literary devices, their effects and their overall 
significance in the work as you read. Write questions and comments in the margins.  
 
A: All passages important to the full understanding of the story have been duly noted. The 
annotations are marked by full detail. One gets the impression of a painstaking attempt to convey 
the full range of meaning. The text has not been taken at face value; the annotations reveal an 
understanding of the nuances, complexities, paradoxes and inconsistencies in the text. A thread 
connects the annotations and creates a unified interpretive meaning. More than one thread exists so 
that multiple meanings emerge. The interpretations go far beyond the literal, derive from and are 
unique to that text and are varied (not relying upon repetition of ideas). **At least 50 annotations 
have been made**  
 
B: Passages have the completeness and thoroughness of a level A; however, level B work lacks the 
understanding of the complexities and inconsistencies that arise in the text, the originality of the 
insights, and the depth of analysis. At the A level, there is a sense that there is little more to be seen, 
while at the B level room for improvement is needed. **Some annotations may also be missing or 
superficial.**  
 
C: The selection and density of annotated passages encourages the surmise that the reader 
recognizes the central details of the story; however, the subtle passages seem to have escaped 
attention as telling lines. There are instances when annotating has become indiscriminate. A thread, 
connecting annotations and highlighting, exists but loses focus or does not seem logical. More needs 
to be written in the annotations to get a full understanding. Most of the interpretations are literal or 
obvious and have no connection to a central meaning. **A significant number of annotations may be 
missing or superficial.**  : The selection and density of annotations is desultory: A little here, a little 
there. Though sparse, what has been annotated is sufficient to allow the conviction that the reader 



has read the work—though likely with half-attention. The highlighting is excessive or 
indiscriminate and reveals only the most minimal grasp of the basic facts of the story. No clear, 
focused thread has been woven. Annotations have been reduced to a few words throughout the text. 
Interpretations, while at times go beyond the literal, are obvious or may reveal a misreading. 
**Many annotations are superficial or missing.**  
 
F: The annotations are scattered, random, or of utterly trivial passages. There is the appearance that 
the material has not been read. No clear, focused thread exists. Annotations read as a plot summary.  
**More than half the annotations are missing or superficial**  
 

Making Annotations: A User’s Guide  
 
As you work with your text, consider all of the ways that you can connect with what you are 
reading. Here are some suggestions that will help you with your annotations:  
 
. Define words or slang; make the words real with examples from your experiences; explore why 
the author would have used a particular word or phrase. 
 
. Make connections to other parts of the book. Feel free to use direct quotes from the book.  
 
. Make connections to other texts you have read or seen, including: movies, comic books/graphic 
novels, news events, other books, stories, plays, songs, or poems  
 
. Draw a picture when a visual connection is appropriate.  
 
. Re-write, paraphrase, or summarize a particularly difficult passage or moment.  
 
. Make meaningful connections to your own life experiences.  
 
. Describe a new perspective you may now have.  
 
. Explain the historical context or traditions/social customs that are used in the passage.  
 
. Offer an analysis or interpretation of what is happening in the text.  
 
. Point out and discuss literary techniques that the author is using.  
 
. Explain the effects of syntax, method, figurative language and other techniques on the text. 
I hope you have a wonderful summer. Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
duering.rhonda@cusd80.com 


